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Hiroshi Sato (Mt. Bandai Museum) 
 
There are about 10 volcano museums in 111 active volcanoes in Japan. 
  In September 1995, volcanic museums from all over the country gathered at Mt. Usu, 
and launched “National Volcanic Museum Liaison Council” (refer as “we” below). We 
decided the following as its activity goals: We contribute to the development and 
promotion of mutual museums and the advancement of academic culture through 
personal and information exchange of museums in volcanic areas. We perform museum 
activities aiming at coexistence with volcano and people. 
The first 6 museums to join are the Mimatsu Masao Memorial Museum (Hokkaido), 
Mt. Bandai Museum (Fukushima Prefecture), the Asama Volcano Museum (Gunma 
Prefecture), the Izu Oshima Volcano Museum (Tokyo), the Owakudani Natural Science 
Museum (Kanagawa Prefecture), and the Aso Volcano Museum (Kumamoto Prefecture). 
Today, the Asama Volcano Museum has left the council, the Owakudani Natural Science 
Museum was renamed the Hakone Geo Museum, and the Tateyama Caldera Sabo 
Museum (Toyama Prefecture), the Mt. Unzen Disaster Memorial Hall (Nagasaki 
Prefecture), and the Gioria (Shizuoka Prefecture) has joined us. 
  At the beginning, we once a year visited each area and learned its volcanoes and 
volcanic disaster prevention. After Mt. Usu and Miyakejima erupted on a large scale in 
2000, our activities have spread to inform the people of the volcanic eruption disaster. 
  In 2005, we surveyed Miyakejima 
and held a traveling exhibition, 
"Miyakejima" in collaboration with the 
National Institute of Advanced 
Industrial Science and Technology in 
2006. Panels and real materials of 
Miyakejima were exhibited in turn, 
and a lecture by Miyakejima residents 
was held. We believe that this activity  
Photo1 Lecture of a Miyakejima Islander 
contributes to the improvement of volcanic literacy in Japan by communicating past 
large-scale eruption disasters to the region and tourists. 
This traveling exhibition, "Miyakejima" led to continued collaboration with the 
National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology. Afterwards, "Mt. 
Usu Exhibition", "Kirishima exhibition" and "Izu 
Oshima Exhibition" were held. 
  In cooperation with the National Museum of Nature 
and Science, we held "Mt. Fuji" traveling exhibition. 
At this exhibition, curators from the National Museum 
of Nature and Science and our curators visited other 
museums to give lectures for adults and children. Also, 
in cooperation with the Tohoku University Museum of 
Science and Technology, we held the "Mt. Baekdu" 
(China-North Korea border) traveling exhibition. A 
professor from Tohoku University gave a lecture at the 
Mt. Bandai Museum. 
 
Figure1 Mount Fuji Exhibition 
 
 A debris avalanche occurred in Mt. Bandai eruption 
1888. So Mount Bandai Museum planned "Debris 
avalanche of the world" traveling exhibition on its 
own in 2018. Because debris avalanches occur only 
about once every 100 years in Japan and once every 
several 10 years worldwide, many people do not 
know the horrors of such eruptions. Therefore, as part 
of this exhibit, Tadahide Ui, professor emeritus of 
Hokkaido University and I visited the traveling 
exhibition site, and conducted lectures for adults and 
classes delivered by students at junior high schools. 
We want people to know about this phenomenon and 
to raise their awareness of disaster prevention.  
 
 We are in charge of delivery classes at schools, field classes, and volcanic courses 
for the general public in each region. It also introduces volcanic eruptions, which are 
difficult to understand in textbooks alone, through experiments. We exchange 
information and strive to improve our skills. I have been in charge of disaster 
prevention classes at my local Urabandai junior high school every year since 2001. 
Figure2 Debris avalanche 
of the World Exhibition 
  It has continuously taught not only 
volcanoes but also various natural 
disasters. 
  
 
 
 
Photo2  
Disaster Prevention Class in Urabandai Junior 
High School 
Geopark activities began in Japan around 2006. All of our regions have been 
recognized by Japan Geopark, and some of them have been recognized by UNESCO. 
The reason is that we have been the foundation for becoming a geopark by actively 
working on education to learn the earth in the area. In the future, we will consider 
cooperation with other museums of geoparks with the theme of nature.  
Currently, we are also serving as the core facility of each geopark. The activities 
extend to geosciences, disaster prevention education and tourism so that the area can be 
continuously developed as well as regional conservation. 
The Kumamoto earthquake occurred in April 2017. 
In response to this earthquake, we discussed the 
necessity of conducting seismic exhibitions at science 
museums around the country with the National 
Museum of Nature and Science and the National 
Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and 
Technology, and we held a traveling exhibition in the 
same year. Not only we but also many science 
museums participated in this exhibition. Immediately 
after the exhibition, a large-scale earthquake occurred 
in Osaka, and some people said that it was good to 
hold "Kumamoto Earthquake Exhibition" in advance 
at the Osaka Municipal Museum of Natural History. 
In the future, I hope to work with volcanic 
museums around the world to share information about volcanoes in their areas. We 
believe that this will lead to a reduction in volcanic disasters around the world. 
Figure3 Kumamoto Earthquake 
Exhibition 
